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Contact

Magdalena Schwager: magdalena@schwager.at

Regine Eckardt: reckard@gwdg.de

course page: http://zis.uni-goettingen.de/Mschwager/esslli09/
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Aim: integrated speech act theory

(1) a. Regine promised to come to ESSLLI 2010.
b. I promise to come to ESSLLI 2010.

(classical) speech act theory + truth conditional semantics = inte-
grated speech act theory

1 assign the right truth-functional meaning

2 model interaction of truth-functional meaning with utterance
context

Integrated Speech Act Theory:
try to explain speech acts in terms of

how particular facts (social facts) depend on agreement, and

how truth-functional meaning affects mutual joint belief.

first attempt to spell this out: Truckenbrodt 2008 (Ms., ZAS Berlin).
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Motivation

Integrated speech act theory should

bridge the gap between utterance of linguistic expressions and
change in the world
gap impedes understanding of a series of grammatical
phenomena:

explicit performatives (I hereby promise you to come to
Copenhagen.)
sentential moods (imperatives, exclamatives,. . . )
modal verbs (performative, epistemic,. . . )
modal particles

yield a natural classification of what are possible speech acts
(in terms of future plans for action)

serve as background for computational modelling
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1 Classical speech act theory
Speech acts in terms of conditions
Classification of speech acts
Explanations of explicit performatives

2 Integrated speech act theory
Common Belief
Social acts
Explicit performatives

3 Speech acts and grammer
Performative modals
Imperatives

4 Discussion or further phenomena
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